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Steber Opens
New Concert
Series Here

Eleanor Steber, popular soprano
of Metropolitan Opera, concert
stage and radio, will return
to open the 1952-53 concert season
at the University with a perform-
ance in Brewer Field House on the
evening of Oclober 15,

Prof. Rogers Whitmore, director
of the Concert Series, announces
that three other popular concert
attractions of past years and one
newcomer {o the Field House stage
wi'l fill out a five-concert series
for the coming year.

The three who have appeared on
the Concert Series in past years
are: the Robert Shaw Chorale and
Orch. -a, appearing on November
3; the Kansas City Philharmonic
Orchestra with Hans Schwieger,
musical director and conductor,
December 9; and the St. Louis
Symphony Orchestra with Viadimir
Golschmann, conduclor, March 18.

Czech Planist New Feature

The season will close with a con-
cert by Rudolf Firkusny, celebrat-
ed Czech pianist, on April 15.

Prof. Whitmore also announced
that for the first time in several
years the public will be offered
season tickets for unreserved seats
as well as for seats in the reserved
sections. For the past several years
the unreserved seats have been
available o the public only on a
single concert basis.

The Universily Board of Curators
provides free general admission to
the concerts for all Universily stu-
dents, in the belief that the avail-
ability of fine music is a necessary
part of the cultural development of
the college trained student. The
student may obtain reserved seats
if he wishes by the payment of
fifty cents a concert.

Eleanor Steber was a tremendous
hit when she presented dual per-
formances on the University Con-
cert Series in October, 1950. Prof.
Whitmore said scores of requests
for her return have been received
from persons who heard her sing
as well as some who were unable
{0 attend her concerts at that time.

Wins Iighest Acclaim

Miss Steber won the highest ac-
clai.a from music critics and opera
goers for her notable perform-
ances with the Metropolitan and
on the concert stage, but she has
also become a national favorite
with millions of radio listeners
after appearances on national net-
work programs.

Robert Shaw with his chorale
and orchestra will be making his
third appearance on the University
Concert Series. His concerts have
special appeal for youthful audi-
ences.

The Kansas City Philharmonic
Orchestra is returning to the series
schedule after an absence of sev-
eral years. Prof. Whitmore said the
critics believe Schwieger now has
one of the finest orchestras Kansas
Cily has ever presented, and the
University committee worked hard
to arrange a season program which
would permit their appearance in
the Field House again.

The St. Louis Symphony Orches-
tra is considered virtually a must
on the Universily Concert Series.
Always one of the top symphony
orchestras in. the Nation, this
group under the baton of the dy-
namic Golschmann has been a
favorite with the Columbia audi-
ences and will be making its nine-
teerth annual appearance here
this season.

For the final concert of the new
secason, the University's committee
chose Firkusny, the brilliant young
Czech pianist, who received a ire-
mendous ovation when he apepared
as guest soloist with the St. Louis
Symphony in Kiel Auditorium last
season.

Two Attend Deans’ Meeting

The Universily had two repre-
sentatives at the Sixth Annual
Summer Conference of Academic
Deans held at vklahoma A. and M,
College in Stillwater, August 18-20.
They were Dr. W, Francis Eng-
lish, assistant dean of the College
of Arts and Science, and Dr, Don-
ald F. Drummond, director of the
Program for the Improvement of
Teaching in Colleges and Uni-
versities,

The

* *

* *

Family Living on Campus Diminishes
With Passing of GI Trailer Villages

Above is a picture of a waning
era in  Ameritan education—a
single house trailer—standing for-
saken in a spot on the Universily
campus where two short years
ago it was crowded by 130 of its
kind.

It marks the passing of an era
which saw many of the historic
concepts of higher education
shattered and revised. During that
hectic period eager students re-
leased from war service flocked
to college campuses by the hun-
dreds of thousands.

This is the last trailer about to
Jeave the site of Dairy Lawn, a
short while ago a lusly and
bustling community, one of three
such trailer camps in the heart
of the Universily campus. This is
the second of the camps to expire,
and the third has but a handful
of remaining trailers which are
counting their last months in col-
lege.

University officials and others
had watched with considerable
interest as this {railer and others
with it invaded the campus in
1946, but it left almost un-
noticed, apparently important only
to a group of small boys who
resented its interference with
their baseball game.

Utilized to the Fullest

The trailer camp has been a
vital part of the American col-
lege theme during the past six
years, and nowhere was it=util-
ized earlier or to more advantage
than at the University of Mis-
sourl. .

World War II was still in its
middle phases, with American
forces fighting tleir way inch by
inch in the Pacific when author-

ities at the University of Missouri
began a serious study of possible
problems which might confront
higher education if the war
should end suddenly.

Dr. Thomas A. Brady, then pro-
fessor of history and now vice-
president of the University in
ctharge of extra-divisional educa-
tional activities, was assigned to
direct a study of the social and
academic factors involved and
make recommendations for fu-
ture action. Whether or not Dr.
Brady used a crystal ball, whether
he had clairvoyant powers, or
whether he was just an excep-
tionally thorough analyst—there
is no gquestion about his analysis
having been accurate.

-Commiiltee Is Formed

On the basis of his report, a
veteran's commiftee was ap-
pointed by President Frederick
A. Middlebush with Dr. Brady as
its chairman to prepare the Uni-
versily for the impact of educa-
tion-hungry veterans which he
predicted. The impact came, and
the University was as nearly
ready as it was possible to be
under war-time conditions.

As the trickle of returning war
veterans suddenly became a flood,
housing was the most critical
problem. Five years of war had
not- only halted all building in
Columbia, but it had prevented
repairs, remodeling, or even es-
sential maintenance of existing
housing which had accommodated
the normal pre-war enrollment.

The problem of housing the
students was turned over to Les-
lie Cowan, vice-president of the

University in charge of business

operations, to whom a serious
problem is only a challenge. Here
wasg a doubly troublesome situa-
tion. Not, only must housing be
found for GI students, but also

a

last trailer to leave Dairy Lawn.

housing for students’ wives and

children,
Many Trailers Ha_uled In
Almos§t before the Veleran's

Committee could say “Where will

we put them?” Mr. Cowan had,
with the vigorous cooperation of
the Federal Housing Agency,
started a fleet of trucks bringing
in a string of government-owned
trailer houses from war industry
centers in Illinois, Indiana and
Nebraska and depositing them on
property owned by the Univer-
sity. Mr, Cowan also had ener-
getic cooperation from engineers
of the Missouri State Health De-
partmnet who helped plan the
layout and arrangement of the
camps and facilities.

Continued expansion saw three
separate trailer camps established
on the University ¢ampus with a
total of 165 of the trailers leased
from the Federal government and
approximately an equal number
of privately-owned f{railers {for
which the University provided
space and sanitary facilities,

Only married veterans and their
wives and families were permitted
to live in the trailer camps, but
approximately 1,500 veterans have
made their homes in these houses-
on-wheels while they attended
classes at the University. Some
occupied f{railers for only one or
two semesters; others have re-
mained for four years or more,
long enough to obtain their
bachelor degrees and go on with
graduate studies. Children near-
ing school age have known no
other haome.

I
Vigorous Communities

The trailer camps became com-
munities within a community.
Each camp set up its own civic
centrol, elected a mayor and a
“city” council, had various com-
mittees to plan social and sports
programs and to represent the
residents, ingsession with other
groups and organizations. These
were vigorous, energetic, and

closely knit communities. They
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demanded and won the right #
be active not only in University
community affairs, but also i%
the civic affairs of the cily of
Columbia. They supported the
Columbia Community Chest, the
Red Cross and other deserving
organizations.

Prior to World War II a Uni.
versity student who was marrie
was a rarity, usually found only
during the Summer Sessionsg
when teachers and professional
persons took refresher coursesj
but now the GI student had
brough: a new social order to
the campus. A baby show and
contest to select the healthiest
children and the prettiest chila
dren of student parents became
an annual campus affair. When
the University enrollment reache
ed its peak in the fall of 1947,
there were more than 7,000 stue
dents under GI benefits on the
Columbia campus and about a
third of them were married,
Furthermore, of the ‘married
students, a third had children,
That same semester there were
2,000 GI students enrolled in th
University's School of Mines an
Metallurgy at Rolla, where the
problems proved the same and
the same solutions were worked
out.

Surplus Buildings, Too

Trailers were not the only
solution. The University bought,
borrowed or begged Army sure
plus buildings, cut them into sec=
tions for easy transport to Coe
lumbia, and erected them a;
emergency dormitories an
apariments, classrooms and ofe
fice buildings. In all more than
400 of these emergency buildings
were erected for housing and
other uses on the Columbia came
pus.

The highest enrollment in the
Columbia divisions of the Unie
versity prior to the war had been
5,670 in the fall of 1941, and the
School of Mines and Metallurgy
had its pre-war record of 907
at that same time for a grand
total énrollment of 6,577 in all
divisions. This record had fallen
during the war to a low of fewer
than 3,000 students in all divie
sions.

The post-war climb began in
the fall of 1945 when the first
rush of GI students had in-
creased the Columbia enrollment
to a total of 6,657. One year later
this number had reached 10,238
student , and in the fall of 1947
the enrollment had hit the rece
ord high of 11,452 in the Colume
bia divisions and 2,635 in the
School of Mines and Metallurgy
at Rolla for a total of 14,087 siue
dents in all divisions. Of these,
9,062 were enrolled under GI ed-
ucational benefits and scores of
others’ weré: war veterans but
were saving their educational
benefils for their professional
and graduate study. )

Gradual Decline Begins

Then began a gradual decline
in enrollment coupled with an
increasing number of graduates.
In 1850 the number  of degrees
granted to graduates by the Unie
versity exceeded the tolal nume
ber of students enrolled in the
University fifteen years before.
Husbands sand wives graduated
together while baby sitters ate
tended their children.

By ‘he Fall Semester of 1950
the enrollment of GI students
had declined from the peak of
9,062 to only 3,237, or little more
than a third, for all divisions,
and by last fall this had dee
creased further to a total of
only 1,524 in all divisions out
of a total enrollment of nearly
9,000 students. For the new se=
mester beginning this month, Unis
versity officials were anticipate
ing an enrullment of about 500
GI siudents.

In other words, World War II
-is about to come to a close so far
as the University of Missouri GI
enrollment is concerned. But
only recently Congress passed a
GI educational bill for the bene-
fit of veteraus of Korea. This is
on an entirely different basis
than that of World War II, and
University officials cannot even
hazard a close guess as {o how
soon or how much it will affect
the enrollment here.
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