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Donald Reynolds, right, Is grn!nd by Mifch Murch, past president ot
The MU Alumni Association, affer the dedication of the alumni and visitor confer,
which Reynelds financed with a $9 million donation.
(David A. Pulliam phata)

Alumni center opens

By MELANTE BRUBAKER
of the Tribune's staff

Amid thick carpets, art- deco
lamps, wood accents and music
from a brass band, MU alumni and
supporters gathered yesterday to
honor the bencfactor of the new
Donald W, Reynolds Alumnd- and
Visitor Center,

After the dedication of the cen-
ter, history professor Haskell Mon-
roe, who was chancellor when
R..y'mlals made the donation. in
|, rbcalled being a bit nervous
ll\l M soliciting one of MU's rich-
est alumni for the university's big-
gest donation ever.

Former MU football player Guy
Entsminger, who worked in devel-
opment and relations, had told
Monroe that former - chancellor
Barbara Uehling had approached
Reymolds for a gift to the journal-
ism schoot and had been turned
down. ' Entsminger asked- if MU
should try again, and Monroe
agreed, saying there was no: harm
in asking. Entsminger approached
Reynolds, a 1927 journalism
school alumnus, with a “laundry
list” of needs on campus, and Rey-

Reynolds honored for donation.

nolds lihed the idea of a new
alumni center, Af 2 subsequent
meeting with Reynolds,
Entsminger. and Monroe - pitched
their idea and asked for the $9 mil-
fion necessary for the project,

“He replied, 'T'd like to cooper-
ate with you,” ™" Monroe said, add-
ing that he wasn't sure what that
meant.

An issistant leaned forward and
asked Reynolds- it he: knew:how
much money he had just pledged
&2 the universily, and Reynolds.re-
plied, yes, $000,000. When the as-
sistant said they were  talking
about $9 million, Reynolds replied,
“Yeah, add another zero,” Monroe
said,

Reynolds - amassed - hig - fortune
by starting a5 -a pewsbay and
building the Donrey Media Group,
one of the first néws chains that
focused on small and medium-size
markets, He also has made dona-

tions to the journalism school, ath-
lesics and the first alumni center.

Yesterday, Entsminger said the
building will serve as & new center
of the campus. “It was right on this
block that Mr. Reynolds did a lot
uf” his  socializing,” Entsminger
said, referring te the days when
the two-hlock stretch of "Campus
Town™ was the home of numerous
stores; gracers, and "The Shack."
a famous hangout.

UM curator Sam Cook, also an
alumnus, said when speaking
about the - campus, - MU alumni
“remember The Shack: and Jesse
Hall." The new center “sort of orfs
ents us in that direction.”

Reynolds was on hand yesterday
to cut o black ribbon with a giant
pair of goldscissors, afficaily
opening the new $9 million center,
At the end of the short ceremony,
alumni - sang their” alma  mater,
“Hd- Missouri,” accompanied by
members - of  Marching - Mizzou

dressed in gold lame' jackeds. Hun-
dreds of guests then milled around
the Columns Reom and lounge,
looking into offices and confer-
enge rooms named after college
friends of Reynolds. The new
building will provide office space
for  alumni, development and
fund-raising offices,

Alumni came frem around the
country to- attend the dedication.
Harold Jordan of California. said
the center will be a hul both
alumni and student life. His wife,
Martha, added that the “ambience
is mindboggling” in the lush build-
ing:

Carole Sue DeWaite,
member of the alumni ass
said the building will be an asset 10
the Columbia community, as well.

Brian Butfer,
5

& dh. hum he cen-
ter will pmvujr the |r||'n|u'-

dation .n:u:l other student organiz-
tions served as hosts and hostesses
at yesterday’s hash,



